
 
 

Professor Cato T. Laurencin Has Been Elected to the National Academy of Sciences 
 

Dr. Laurencin is the first surgeon in history to be elected to the National Academy of 
Engineering, the National Academy of Medicine, the National Academy of Sciences, 

and the National Academy of Inventors. 
 
For immediate release on April 27, 2021 
 
FARMINGTON, CT– On April 26, 2021 the National Academy of Sciences announced that Dr. 
Cato T. Laurencin was elected as a new member, making him the first surgeon to be elected to 
membership in the three National Academies of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine and Fellow 
of the National Academy of Inventors.  

Laurencin is known as a world leader in biomaterials, polymeric materials science, 
nanotechnology, stem cell science, drug delivery systems, and a field he has pioneered, 
regenerative engineering. Laurencin's papers and patents have had broad impact on human health, 
including pioneering the use of nanotechnology in musculoskeletal regeneration and ushering in a 
new era in orthopaedic therapies. For this work, Dr. Laurencin received the National Medal of 
Technology and Innovation, the highest honor bestowed in America for technological 
achievement, from President Barack Obama. 
Laurencin has also pioneered work in the development of systems for soft tissue regeneration. He 
invented the Laurencin-Cooper ligament (LC ligament) for ACL regeneration, and engineered 
grafts for shoulder rotator cuff tendon repair and regeneration. National Geographic 
Magazine featured the LC Ligament as part of its "100 Scientific Discoveries that Changed the 
World" edition. Dr. Laurencin received the Philip Hauge Abelson Prize from the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) “for signal contributions to the advancement 
of science in the United States.”  He is the first person in history to receive both the oldest/highest 
award of the National Academy of Medicine (the Walsh McDermott Medal) and the oldest/highest 
award of the National Academy of Engineering (the Simon Ramo Founders Award). 
A role model in science and champion of social justice, Laurencin has two awards named in his 
honor. The Society for Biomaterials established The Cato T. Laurencin, M.D., Ph.D. Travel 
Fellowship given at its opening ceremonies. In addition, The W. Montague Cobb/NMA Health 
Institute and the National Medical Association (NMA) established the Cato T. Laurencin Lifetime 
Research Achievement Award, given during the opening ceremonies of the NMA Meeting. He 
received the 2020 Herbert W. Nickens Award from the AAMC for work in promoting justice, 
equity and fairness.  



Laurencin is the Albert and Wilda Van Dusen Distinguished Endowed Professor of Orthopaedic 
Surgery and Chief Executive Officer of the Connecticut Convergence Institute for Translation in 
Regenerative Engineering. He is a fellow of the American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons and 
an elected member of the American Surgical Association. He has been named to the list of 
America’s Top Doctors for the past consecutive 15 years. 

Dr. Laurencin received his B.S.E. in Chemical Engineering from Princeton University, his M.D., 
Magna Cum Laude, from the Harvard Medical School, and his Ph.D. in Biochemical 
Engineering/Biotechnology from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology where he was named 
a Hugh Hampton Young Fellow.    
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